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Here on the beautiful land of Aswan- ‘““the gem of the Nile”, the story
continues ... The Story which has exceeded a quarter of a century of
creativity. It all began with a dream by the late curator Adam Henein
in 1996 and has become a reality Since then.

An attractive annual event for all the artists from all over the world
and a shining mark in the plastic movement of the art of granite
carving.

The Symposium has become a forum for all the sculptors from around
the globe to share their creative artistic experience and live with the
real raw materials to form models that could last for eternity.

Now is the 26" round of the Symposium which was postponed due to
the covid 19 pandemic, Success goes to the Egyptian nation that faces
the challenges during these hard times to bring back to life the artistic
Creations of the symposium.

Thanks, and gratitude to Aswan governorate — success partner — and
cultural development fund, the organizer of the event.

Ines Abdeldayem
Minister of Culture
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I am delighted to express my gratitude to the organizers of the Aswan
26th international Sculpture Symposium (AISS), once again the
annual symphony of carving on the granite is held in the picturesque
spectacular of Aswan amid its charming nature, beautiful Nile,
immortal monuments and authentic heritage.

AISS depicts artistic creativity through one of the ancient arts,
“sculpting granite’, in which the ancestors created a civilization
shown on the walls of temples and obelisks...This civilization is now
preserved and developed by the pioneers of sculpture in Egypt and
the world, presenting us works full of life and civilization, these works
are hosted by the open — air museum; the biggest in the world — and
becoming a new tourist attraction added to the Aswan tourist map
In addition, the governorate is happy to embrace the pieces of the
symposium in its system of development & beauty, to form together
an artistic panorama worthy of Aswan’s cultural & historical status.

Best wishes for a successful round ... God bless Egypt and its faithful
sons.

General Ashraf Attia,

Governor of Aswan
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The corona epidemic crisis, that affected the entire world, was the
main reason for postponing the 26th edition of Aswan international
sculpture symposium... throughout the last few months we were very
eager to resume the session’s work as soon as we can. I am grateful to
Dr. Inas Abdel Dayem the minister of culture because she insists on
supporting the continuation of the 26th session of the project and the
major life dream of the late, great pioneer Adam Henein.

This time the symposium hosts 4 foreign artists along with the
Egyptians, and workshop artists - the new generation of sculptors on
the Aswan’s tough rocks, they are the torch holders. Or we can say
“chisel sculpture”.

Thanks to Aswan Governorate, the main partner who bears
responsibility for the completion of the symposium.

Fathy Abdelwahab
Head of the Culture Development Fund
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As strong as a rushing river in cultural life, the Aswan international
symposium for sculpture was born. It is considered the oldest in the
entire region, its founder, the great artist Adam Henien, known for
his charismatic personality, enriched the cultural and artistic life.
Throughout his long-life journey and till the end, he proved himself.
According to his vision, Henien set up his museum in Harraniah and
displayed all of his works in it. Henien’s death left a great void in the
whole world but his museum will continue to enrich cultural life. We
proudly dedicate the 26th edition of his symposium to his soul.

This year’s edition serves as a barrage that holds the water into the
river of culture to give new energy to the run and walk of art.

Nathan Doss
General commissaire

5 | Aswan International Sculpture Symposium
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THE SUPREMTE COMMITTEE

PROF. FATHI ABDEL - WAHAB

ScuLPTOR\ NATHAN DOSSE

PROF. HANY FAISAL

PRoF. HAssaAN KAMEL

ARTIST HISHAM ABDALLAH

ARTIST HANY EL-SAIYED

ARTIST KAMAL EL-FIKI

PROF. KHALED SOROUR

PROF. SAFEYA EL-QABANI

MR. AHMAD HUSSEIN BARAKAT

MRs. IMAN ABDEL-MONAEM AKIL

MR. ZAKI EL- BATANOUNI
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ALEXANDER ERMIN RUSSIA

SYLVAIN PATTE BELGIUM
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“Here | am”

Born in Saint Petersburg, Russia, he studied sculpture
at Saint Petersburg Stieglitz State Academy of Art and
design (1998 — 2002), he took part in 20 international
symposiums but this is his first participation in Aswan
international sculpture symposium (AISS).

Alexander knew about the symposium from a Canadian

4 roommate, who took part in the symposium before and
he said “one day I will be there”. This was 10 years ago
in the Argentina biennale.

of a wind», he said that it is a figure of a woman, it
represents life, carrying a ball, that represents the earth.
It symbolizes the power of life.

He used rose Granite with dimensions 2m x 80cm x
80cm.

* About his work for the symposium, «The winner

“Carving granite is very familiar for me because I
created granite sculptures before in my hometown but
in Aswan it is different as it was used by the ancient
Egyptians, the owners of the oldest civilization.” He
mentioned

After visiting the open — air museum he thought that
the people in this place have to be strong & skillful
0 make a living in this desert and hot weather so, he
dedicated his figure to the people of Aswan.

The diligent sculptor clarified that he learnt a lot about
~ Egyptian civilization from his school books since he
_ was a child. He added that his experience in AISS was
 very interesting, almost shocking because everything in

.-
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RECONNECTED

“I am relaxed ... feeling at home... I have a friend
here in Aswan who assisted me before in carving
my sculpture at the Saudi Arabia symposium and
now he visits me” by these words Sylvain Patte
expressed his feeling towards his first participation

in the Aswan international sculpture symposium.
He knew about the symposium a long time ago
through a lot of his friends who participated in
its former editions. He pointed out that he joined
the new Cairo symposium 5 years ago but carving
granite in Aswan was like a dream that came true.

His work is named” reconnected”, it is
composed of 3 pieces, set vertically over each
other. This work leaves a great place for visual
emotion, it is imbued with freedom and contrasts.
The work is drawn spontaneously according to
the chosen stone.

The sculpture expresses the artist’s perception
of modern architecture with its straight lines’
angles and simple yet Complex style. The whole
piece gives a sense of imbalance while in fact it is
stable and sturdy in shape. He also tried to keep
the nature of the stone in some parts and add
some details in others, Patt is mixing nature and
human work.

The artist used to carve blue stones and black
marbles from Belgium but dealing with red granite
for the first time was ““interesting in working”, he
mentioned.

Patt is a visual artist, he initially studied
ornamental carving, later on, he got intrigued by
other art disciplines such as dance and design,
where he got inspired by the beauty and balance
of motions. He took part in different international
symposia, Belgium, France, Italy, Canada, Turkey,
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, New Zealand, India, China
and his sculptures are exhibited in different cities
in the world.
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For the second time Abdelrahman is participating in
the Aswan International sculpture symposium but this
year as a main artist not in the workshop. He is still
continuing the chain of the animals’ figures he started
and this year’s work is a sitting cat using gray granite
with dimensions 2m X 1m X 1.40m.

On asking him why he chose to carve a Cat he
replied, that he is very influenced by the rural simple
life he was brought up in, where the love of nature
and life has started with other creatures. > We share
life with a variety of shapes, colors and behaviors,
whether flying in the air or walking on the ground or
swimming in the water” he clarified.

He added that he learnt from his late DR professor.
Abdul Hadi Al-Washahi that the artist has to be
convinced and happy of what he is doing and to

practice art for pleasure not for the sake of attending
an exhibition, festival or a competition.

All of these aspects contributed to form his
sentiments, so he began to use the raw materials of
the surrounding environment clay, leaves and wood.
When he started to study and learn the old Egyptian
art and history he continued to experiment, whether
in the raw materials or in his technical solutions. He
now uses all materials, especially granite.

Abdelrahman was born in 1981, graduated from
the Faculty of Fine Arts, Sculpture department in
2003. He holds a Master’s Degree from the Faculty
of Fine Arts in 2015. He designs bronze characters
and uses clay as well. He participated in several local
& international exhibitions such as Small Artwork
Saloon in 2000, Port Said Biennale in 2009, Agenda
Exhibition in Bibliotheca Alexandrina in 2015.
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Catiuscia Dotto

After participating in the Sharm El-Sheikh’s
Sculpture Symposium two years ago, the Brazilian
artist Catiuscia Dotto returns to Egypt again to
participate in the Aswan International Sculpture
Symposium for the first time. From her point of
view, Catiuscia wanted to link sculpture with nature.
She believes that sculptures throughout history are
formed to remind us of the ancestors’ cultures, and
this is similar to the seed that carries the genes of
plants for future generations.

She carved a germinated flower, it is among a
series of sculptures called « Germinares» she formed
during the Corona epidemic, after she stayed in her
home village for more than a year.

The dimensions of the work are 1,80m x 1,40m x
1,30m, she used red granite.

“The woman is an integral part of the work, she
is like a plant, the embryo grows in her womb, just as
the seed grows in the ground” she added.

Her journey with sculpting started 15 years ago
and she participated in more than 20 symposiums
around the world. But her experience at AISS was
fruitful and different due to the long period of time
and the large size of the piece she carved, she also
was exposed to the Egyptian daily life in Aswan and
was mesmerized by the city’s nature, she was also
able to explore different culture than the Latin.

“I love drinking tea while working on the site, I
will visit Luxor, Cairo and Alexandria to eat diven.
I will buy a lot of Egyptian coffee with cardamom
before returning to Brazil because it is better than
ours.» she mentioned
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istovher Mahon Ireland

In love
with Aswan

In 2013, the great late artist Adam Henien invited
him to join the symposium but for some reasons
he was unable to participate...8 years later he was
lucky to take part in this yeans edition.
Christopher Mahon, considers himself “half Irish
-half Egyptian® as he has been living between
Cairo and Dublin for 10 years now, He owns a
studio and manages a brass workshop in Cairo.
As a sculptor, he is interested in the idea of body
and touch, most of his pieces are depicting the
body parts, he believes that touching is related
to sculptors, as they always feel things with their
fingers. This time he carved a “Thumb”, the
maker of civilizations, without it the hand can do
nothing, he showed the folds of the skin and the
shape of the finger, on black granite measuring
2m x 1.5m x 1.5 m, the artist assured that carving
such a big block was challenging. This is not only
his first participation in the symposium but also
his first encounter with granite as an art medium,
he did not stick to a maquette he followed the
natural curves and the bending in the stone.

“I am carving for pleasure, no messages behind my
work ... I love watching all beauties® he added...
He has great experience in carving wood, stone,
clay, metal sculpture and painting, he participated
in many international exhibitions and festivals.
From the first sight, Christopher fell in love with
the city. He is planning to move his work from
Cairo to Aswan.” I enjoyed visiting Philae temple
and swimming in the Nile till the police came and
pulled me out’ he concluded.
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Abstraction :
of reality

The difficulty of the work lies in its size and the cruelty
of the granite ore, which is a challenge to the artist,

so the Aswan International Sculpture Symposium is
considered an important experience to every sculptor.

Mohammed El-Sayyad chose to carve a piece of
rose granite in sizes 2.70 m X 1.40 m X 1.30 m and his
idea revolves around abstraction, a trend of modern
sculpture in which the sculptor seeks a new starting
point for expression and influence in the scenes.
«I search for the spirit of nature to find an aesthetic
experience to mix between the geometrical form and
the organic one « the artist explained.

In abstract art, I find the effect of my feeling or a new
emotional state that the viewer has never experienced
before, as he does not see the body of a man, animal or
even religious influence as sculpture used to do in the

past, he wonders what he sees in the work and within

-
.
e
— p -
- iatied

himself through the geometric, organic and dynamic
relationships of the work presented.

“It is a state of contemplation and spiritual serenity,
as man contemplates clouds and sees a spiritual
reflection and imagined observations”. He added.

On his participation this year as a major artist in the
symposium, El Sayyad stressed that what distinguishes
this participation is the size of the work which represents
6 to 9 times the size of his first participation through
the workshop, with the difference of experience because
he tested granite last time.

El-Sayyad received his PHD in Philosophy of
Artistic Education in 2006 and participated in many
exhibitions.

He also received some honors and awards, including
the Award for Composite Work in the Youth Salon
and is preparing to present a new idea described as
«surprise» in an exhibition of bronze ore.
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«Wenet», a goddess in Egyptian civilization in the form
of a rabbit. She is responsible for rebirth in the afterlife.
Unlike many animals that have different meanings in
different civilizations, rabbits carry a consistent meaning
in most cultures such as prosperity, abundance, good
luck, and fertility.
Magdy, a Teaching Assistant at the
Faculty of Art Education realized there are common
characteristics between humans and animals, both of
them feel, reproduce, one may be peaceful, the other
may be aggressive. The sculptures she created focus on
human psychology, devoid of context and justification,
and detailed through animal and human forms.
“Animals can be considered the link between man
and the earth. Without the help of animals, it is difficult
for humans to relate directly to the natural elements,

Marwa

and to understand them in terms of their importance
as ecosystems, therefore we must conserve them.” She
added

Through her participation as a major artist in the
symposium, she carved «Winette’’, a rabbit standing in
a hierarchical formation with the head raised up to the
sky, on its chest she put a circular disk inlaid with gold
paper reflecting the rebirth of the moon, Although
the ears are curved downward, with a degree of
exaggeration, it appears strong. The artist used dark
pink granite with dimensions of 2m x 1,30m x 95cm.

Marwa considered Granite one of the noble,
immortal materials, she prefers bronze as well, for her
polyester is easier in formation and transportation.
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Maisoun El-Zorba

“The wiseman o granite sculpture is the strong
comeback of gifted young Egyptian sculptor Maisoun
El-Zorba who is participating at the 26th annual Aswan
international sculpture symposium for the second time.
In 2018, she took part in the workshop.

Most of El-Zorba ‘s works depend upon the element of
the figure and the bird. This can be achieved through
manipulation of various blocs that combine: steadiness
and movement, relaxation and tension, attraction and
repulsion...variation and harmony of the movement’s
axes.Then, there would be variations in multi directions,
which in turn would confirm the values of kinetic
rhythm in the surrounding space.

She carved an abstract human figure sitting as the

ancient Egyptian statues, although she chose simple
and calm artistic solutions to suit the idea of the work,
“the wiseman”, the formation of the bloc took a long
time. She used rose granite and the work measures
2.65m X 1.60m X 90cm.

For her, the symposium is a very good chance to deal
with huge blocs, “this is the biggest work I ever carved”
she stated.

Elzorba is a teaching assistant at the Faculty of Fine
Arts - Alexandria University. She is preparing for her
master degree in sculpture. She Participated in Several
Exhibitions, Forums (local and abroad), She received
awards, at the Adam Henein Award for Sculpture and
the Youth Salon.
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He loves to experiment... not only in materials but

also in life. ** Since I joined the faculty of physical
education, I have been searching for a chance to
learn art, I participated in a competition for arts
through the university’s atelier... since then I knew I
was going to be an artist” he explained.

Ahmed is a partaker at the workshop, he is inspired
by “origami,” a Japanese word that means the art
of folding paper. It is characterized by simplicity
in composition, analysis, and flexibility in adapting
paper to more than one design.

“Through my experience for the first time with
the Aswan Symposium, I thought of turning paper
into granite to add solidity and strength to suit the
nature of the stone”. He added

The piece is divided into two parts: connected to
each other, it gives the impression that it is a creature
having a body, legs, neck and tail... He used black
granite with dimensions 1,80m x 1,30m x 60cm.
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Ahmad Hafez asls ansi

A message
to [ﬁ@]ﬁ@@muﬁy A

“Like it or not... one day, tomorrow or after, old
or young, we will leave the earth’s surface to live in
its bottom, our bodies will be buried to the dust,
from it we were created and to it will return, nothing
will remain, just a gravestone written on It” hey...
you passing Here... as you were now. it was me” a
message to humanity sent by sculptor Ahmed Hafez
through his favorite language “sculpting™.

He is an assistant teacher at the Faculty of Fine
Arts, Alexandria University, graduated in 2011. He
is one of the workshop members in the Aswan
International Symposium for Sculpture this year.

It is his first time to join the event, he carved a
tombstone with a front shining surface that reflects
the shapes like a mirror, and he used red granite,
measuring 2m x 90cm x 80cm.

As one of the hardest stones, Ahmed thought that
sculpting on granite was difficult, but later, he found
that it could easily be formed.
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A new experience by all means. It is his first
participation in the Symposium, first time to carve
granite and first visit to Aswan. Dr. Baher Abu
Bakr, teacher of sculpture at the Department of
Stereoscopic Expression - Faculty of Art Education -
Helwan University, passionately followed the artistic
movement of sculpture and found that the Aswan
Symposium has a special character, because it is
held on the land of the ancient Egyptian civilization,
using the granite which the pharaohs used.

Through this years workshop, Baher presents a
diagnostic, abstract piece of a lying woman, which
is the product of his personal meditation on some
microorganisms and their transformation from one
form to another. He was lucky to carve a black
block of granite inlaid with a line of red quartz, with
dimensions 2 m x 1 m x 1 m.” The stone, with its
colors and hardness, makes me challenge myself and
be proud of my ancestors” he concluded.
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soul’s loftiness

He was happy to participate in this edition’s workshop.
In his sculptures, Emad Ezzat is obsessed with the
idea of the ancient Egyptians, he expressed his artistic
vision “Since we are Egyptians, the legitimate sons
and true heirs of the art of our ancestors, we must
present art worthy of the value, beauty and history
of what they presented”. He carved a figurative piece
of a woman sitting on a pedestal, with a thin torso,
neck and head looking into the sky, to confirm the
idea of the soul’s loftiness. in a dynamic movement,
the stairs on the pedestal rise from the sunset side
to the sun rising side towards the head, to affirm
the meaning. The woman is incomplete, to assure
the belief in heaven’s aid and the lack of dependence
on human self. He used red granite with dimensions
2.70 m x 90 cm x 95 cm.
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This budding sculptor has started sculpting on
limestone, wood and clay, and this is her first
interaction with granite.

Mariam Essam Bayoumi graduated last year from
the Faculty of Fine Arts, Department of Sculpture -
Alexandria University, with a very good grade she
was able to join the Symposium’ workshop this year.

She chose to carve a “hippo” on a piece of pink
granite measuring 55 cm x 50 cm x 120 cm.

She said: «I love animals and sympathize with
them very much. They have details that attract the
eye ... and I discovered that the ancient Egyptian
used to sanctify some animals, including the cat and
the hippopotamus, because it is a strong animal,
especially the female, despite her strength, she does
not harm anyone unless it approaches her children,
so I decided to carve this strong creature on this
tough material to highlight confidence and power”.

Mariam Essam olac asnno

P

slaci e dda g (95T O Cuelaiul (g 255 Wi g lghw yro @l
plalt (pag0 plas @100 Civ i LGD alall 10D oo ig-tand! Adiyg
Aoy Ay SN Anale - Comidf muud Alrear (19548 A4S (10 oL
- AUSTLy SbimaS (patlh) JAT g @l lo oF g¥ ) CALSD (i i

981489 (lall g cdidel| g St | s | e Sty o2 oo Cuald
Aalad o et (D) S O L 18 Sul put 1 o Lt Jalad g
1 Jsai g .o 120 X @ 50 X @ 55 Slawlias 52591 Cedil pdt (oo
Ol Qi Juuolad ) oY i (gae Cabolali g O gt | iy
ke OB gl | (oo (ks IS @GN (6 il O RISy 1l g
I AapB gl (uyd g «$5B Olgum Y gl by dadls
loe pudi o 0,30 (LBIY g (pe 1,09 (e W1 (6355 ¥ gT 53 @y
gl Doy Lgi 9B B (st Adiall Aelsl old e Jo¥

e Ol sty (g igheid | (8 LGS Hline SIS 5CiSH (@3 50 Cholald
dde Joall Ay g ul yg cdae Jolallt o llaliul g Syt Al diwl
B IS8 o S pat L] Caual g (OB LaS B pgie dliand OF W1
< Aalime Jlonf pe OilBIdus CasS g



Marwa Yousry =

* *” ¢
5 WSudi Al galalt
.
5,5l Agatalt 2 Ot g9 St ! Jlesw g Balawdt e Gl
Ol piall SLAAY Comdey podl... b Llo dongd! oy b
Jlea S ¥ i) JSa @ puiiiul g (AL (g5 | ey
Il Aaladll e Jalailg sad Ol pud 9 Mo (10 (gluslas
loe Gpum 39y AN Clog 105D ‘“.2\.‘“3.&:3 A
Oty “poaigren” B LA
A SLN) Aaely> Alen) (il AUy uyde By
“analg” Sylisty Spgaisrend)” Rlyg B 5e Jo¥ SHLES
Wl (B 5 o 5L Cloni® (A Ld) 559t Jlas (paud (gaanddlt
Cracimilut g AT ool (ol g ugliu! 3l gl ) (e iy (oS
@wl45X 0wl 10X w95 stasls 25w Cooi pdt

Early childhood

“Stop looking for happiness... create it” this is
exactly what Marwa Yousry did in her work. She
found in early childhood what brings joy to her
heart.

“I sculpt little girls with their different
expressions, clear conditions using the values of
sculptural formation to highlight the beauty of
their detail’s (clothes and hairstyles) ... In my
work I use geometric and organic solutions”
she clarified.

Marwa sculpted a young girl in a state of silence,
with a bird standing on her head, inspired by the
same condition and she named it “she calms”,
the artist used black granite with dimensions
110 cm x 145 cm x 95 cm
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Stressed out

Stress affects us all. You may notice it’s
symptoms during busy times at work, or when
disciplining your kids. And while a little stress is
ok, too much of it can make you sick, mentally
and physically. Most of us are so used to being
stressed. Believing in this fact, artist Zeina
Abu El-Ela thought that granite, being one of
the strongest stones, is the perfect material to
execute this idea. During her first participation
in the workshop, Zeina carved a face symbolizing
man, it measures 120cmx50cmx60cm, and a
rock placed on it symbolizing all kinds of stress,
it measures 270cm x 130cmx80cm, she used red
and black granite.

Zeina AbulEla Ucll




Inji Omara Gilac nail

Despite her young age, she knows her way well,
since she joined the faculty of Fine Arts, she chose
sculpture. “My soul is in my hands” she assured. She
prefers natural materials such as clay and granite,
they inspire her, since she believes in the idea of
communication between man and nature.

Through her first participation in the workshop
of Aswan Symposium, she presents a work consisting
of 3 pieces, depicting the statues of Easter Island, a
remote volcanic island in Polynesia. It’s famed for
archaeological sites, including nearly 900 monumental
statues, created by inhabitants during the 13th—16th
centuries. They carved human figures with oversized
heads, often resting on massive stone pedestals.

The island is isolated and approximately 2,300
miles away from Tahiti and thousands of miles from
America...how did they build these giant statues?
Engy wonders. She decided to carve them but from
her artistic point of view and relate them to her style.
She used black and grey granite with dimensions
1.60m x 1.20m x 30cm.
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Adam...
Forever present

The Aswan International Sculpture Symposium is
celebrating its 26th anniversary, but this yeans edition
is different than the previous ones, it is held at an
untimely date due to the global epidemic «Corona»,
and the founder of the symposium, the late artist
Adam Henein, is absent for the first time, but his
spirit is present, everyone remembers him... here he
used to sit, here he used to talk, and here he used to
drink tea with the workers. This edition is dedicated
to Henein’s soul, Nathan Doss, the Symposium’
Commiissaire, did not find a gift to present to the
soul of Henein, except a granite statue, made from
the material he adored.

The statue depicts Adam emerging from a
rock, looking at the horizon, leaning on a part of
an obelisk, clutching his right hand, in will and
defiance, smashing a part of the granite under it. As
for the back of the statue, it was treated as a rock,
in order to give strength to the statue’s body, the
statue’s dimensions 2 ,5m x 1,20m x 1,50m.

Nathan clarified, «The idea of the statue came to
me after I arrived in Aswan. As a commissaire, I am
not charged with carving a statue, I am responsible
for keeping an eye on the artistss work, managing
and overcoming obstacles facing them and providing
advice, but my desire to make a statue for the icon
of the Symposium Adam Henein prompted me to
set a schedule so that I can finish it on time, by the
end of the session.”” He worked from 5 to 10pm.
It is scheduled that the statue will be displayed in
the open museum amid the work of the previous
sessions
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