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Praying unto an open Sky,
Where the East is nourishing the soul at dawn
And the West is fulfilling the senses at dusk

Continuing to pray until the whole universe opens its

arms to behold my voice and hear my prayers:
Open up Great Earth
And behold you trees
The whispers of the fluttering leaves
For | am humming a tune of worship and praise
In the name of the One and the Great!!

(from our great Pharonic Heritage)
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Celebration of Art and Culture

September has become a celebration for the lovers of
art and culture in our beloved Egypt. For it is during this
month that Alexandria International Film Festival, the
Experimental Theatre Festival and Samaa International
Festival for Spiritual Music and Chanting are held. We
are pleased that 23 countries from 4 different continents
have participated at the ninth round of the Festival this
year.

The Festival nourishes one’s thirst for spiritual music,
which expresses the arts of different geographical plac-
es, cultures, races and beliefs, touching mankind with
all that is humane. It is through this humanity that we all
meet in a form of purity with which God has created us all
without any type of discrimination.

The Festival represents the cultural and artistic ex-
change and cooperation between Egypt and different
countries worldwide, which we seek to expand year af-
ter year, with emphasis on core aspects for us, including
African, Arab, Islamic as well as Mediterranean.

The Festival also exhibits cooperation between the dif-
ferent ministries of Culture, Youth & Sports, Tourism,
Planning and Civil Aviation.

| would like to thank the artist Entissar Abdelfattah who
has done a remarkable innovative job during the Festi-
val. | would also like to thank all my colleagues at the
Cultural Development Fund headed by Dr. Nevein El-
Kelany as well as the Foreign Cultural Relations Sector
headed by Dr. Ayman Abdel-Hady for the great efforts
they have exerted and continue to exert for the continu-
ity of this Festival.

Helmy Elnamnam

Minister of Culture
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Egypt’s Message to the World..

| was always keen on attending the performances
of the spectacular artist Entissar Abdelfattah at
Qubbet EI-Ghori and | was extremely impressed
with the great interest shown by Egyptians and
foreigners in these shows. They conveyed important
artistic messages intertwining between authenticity
and modernity, the matter which makes it reach the
audience’'s hearts, minds and souls and enhance

humanitarian communication between nations.

The Ninth Session of the The International Samaa’
Festival for Spiritual Music & Chanting has always
stressed this point. Thus, the Ministry of Planning
was enthusiastic about the Festival, encouraging
its artistic vision of cultural dialogue, which reflects
creativity’s ability to materialize “a message of
peace to the entire world” from Egypt, through the
participation of over twenty countries with their
diverse cultures. They have all come to Egypt to meet

for the sake of love, tolerance and peace.

May Allah save Egypt and the Egyptians..My best
wishes for success and prosperity to our beloved

country.

Dr. Ashraf Elaraby
Minister of Planning, Monitoring and
Administrative Reform
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An Invitation to Supplication at Samaa
International Festival

It began as a wonderful dream of the artist Entissar
Abdelfattah along with the Cultural Development Fund
(affiliated to the Ministry of Culture) in 2008... a vision to
launch a festival that would act as a meeting point for
cultural dialogue through spiritual music and chanting
at El-Ghuri Dome (Qubbet El-Ghuri), thereby sending out
a message of peace, thereby reflecting Egypt’'s unique
and diverse character.. a festival that would advocate
tolerance and peace through the art of listening (samaa
in Arabic), an art that pierces into one’s soul regardless
of its origin or place, transcending the boundaries of
language and touching peoples’ different cultures. It
is through such spiritual music that connection takes
place between different cultures with the participation
of over twenty groups from all over the world at the
International Worksop of Samaa. This is an invitation to
supplication to Allah once again at the ninth round of
Samaa International Festival for Spiritual Chanting and
Music.

This round reflects the Cultural Development Fund's
keenness on completing its strategic plan to enrich the
cultural platform in Egypt through innovative thought
and art.

| would like to thank all those among the Ministry of
Culture’s different sectors and the other ministries who
have helped make this event succeed.

Prof. Neveen el Kilany
First Under-Secretary of State
for Cultural Development Fund
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We Meet Again at this Special Round

Samaa continues to shine on. We meet again at this
distinguished Festival where diverse voices prepare to
sing for us with soothing melodies.. words that tran-
scend our ears to reach our hearts. At this Festival, we
listen with our hearts, comprehending everything beau-
tiful art has to offer.

Samaa is a Festival of communication and interaction
between cultures. Hence, the Foreign Cultural Rela-
tions Sector is always keen on organizing this annual
event and it deems it a duty for everyone to participate
in its success.

At this Festival, art is characterized by its diversity, yet
leaving a unified impact on our souls, owing to the spir-
itual melodies that advocate elevated morals and pro-
vide the soul with much serenity and comfort as was
mentioned by our philosopher El-Faraby.

These voices, by touching our hearts and souls and
having a soothing effect over us, embody what Ibn Abd
Rabo mentioned in his book ""Al-Okd Al-Farid” when
he spoke about the opinion of physicians regarding the
effect of soothing voices on mankind.

Samaa Festival in its ninth round invites you all to en-
joy its enjoyable spiritual program led by the vision of
the great artist Entissar Abdelfattah, the Founder and
Director of the Festival.

Dr. Ayman Abdelhady

Head of the Foreign Cultural Relations Sector
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Samaa and creativity of nations

Let’s listen to see! Let’s see to listen!

The dream has come true .. The inspiration has
turned into reality

Here we are now taking a mythical trip that resem-
bles a '‘Sufi mass’ where myth combines with real-
ity.. where voices harmonize and unite asserting
the uniqueness of this moment of human connection
and the deep conception of global religions.

The Samaa International Festival for Spiritual Music
and Chanting kicks off its Ninth round 2016 AD under
the auspices of the Egyptian Ministry of Culture and
in cooperation with the Foreign Cultural Relations
Sector and the Cultural Development Fund. This
year, the Egyptian Public Authority for Promoting
Tourism joins this festival along with the Egyptian
Ministry of Antiquities, Ministry of Youth and Sports
and the Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The festival aims primarily at introducing the abun-
dantly various arts, cultures, and religious heritages
of the colorful nations from all over the world.

Here, man is the homeland ..

and the homeland is man!

Intessar Abdel-Fattah

Chief and Founder of Samaa International Festival
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The Master Faheem Gergis Rizk ... The Art of Listening
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He is the senior chanter of the Coptic Orthodox Church and the Archdeacon and senior chanter
of St. Mark Great Church in Azbakiya. Archdeacon Fahim Rizq was born in 1910 in Meet Ghamr.
He learned Psalms, primary ecclesiastical prayers, Deacon service, rhythms, and some other
ecclesiastical rituals from the late chanter Hanna Soliman, the late chanter Girguis Georges,
and the late chanter Wadi'e Azzouz at the Church of The Great Martyr Saint George in Meet
Ghamr under the supervision of our father priests, especially the late Archpriest Joseph and
the late Archpriest Ghoubrial. He was selected Deacon in Mar Girguis Church in Meet Ghamr
in 1923. Later on, he joined Mahmasha Chanting School, and in 1926 after his graduation, he
started his training to become a chanter at Saint Mary Church and the Great Saint George
Church in Meet Ghamr and the New Church of Prince Tawadros in Menya Al Kamh.
In March 1937, he was appointed chanter in the Holy Church of the Anastasis in Jerusalem. In
1938, he was selected Archdeacon of The Jerusalem Church by the late Anba Thawfilis the
Archbishop of Eastern Jerusalem (The Church of Jerusalem), then he returned to Cairo in 1948
and was appointed by Apostolic order in St. Mark Church in Azbakiya. Later on, he established
with a group of chanters The Coptic Orthodox Chanters Syndicate and started teaching in the
Clerical Faculty for three stages. Archdeacon Fahim Giruis Rizq died in 1999 after a great life
spent in the service of the Church.
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The late Sheikh Mostafa Ismail ... The Art of Listening
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Sheikh Mostafa was born in 1905 and passed away in 1978. He represents the miracle
of recitation because of the unique style and particular fashion of his recitation. With
his golden voice, he managed to mix recitation genius with oriental musical rhythms.
He is an ambassador of the Egyptian school in recitation. Dr. Said Badawy, Arabic
Language and Phonetics Professor at the AUC and Oxford University once said “If we
would mix musical sciences with Quran sciences in one chemical formula, the result
would not be but the voice and performance of Sheikh Mostafa Ismail.
Sheikh Darweesh Al Hariry also said * This man has a pioneer method and style. He
is novel in everything, in his voice, and in his style”. The great composer Riyad Al
Sonbaty also said “The voice of Sheikh Mostafa Ismail forms a whole musical band by
itself”.
He received the Order of the Republic from President Gamal Abdel Nasser on Science
Day in 1965. He also accompanied President Sadat on his historical visit to Al-Quds in
1977 where he recited Quran in the Holy mosque. He was also awarded The Medal of
Excellence of First degree from President Mubarak after his death.
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Priest Moussa "Bishop of Youth”

VAT g (o (o8 Lt (aig 1471 ple uads (s cidalt S (B g 3
\}V‘\-\‘\'W g (ot Al plas (B QLU Ja (B dadinll £ 5859 (14T
Lol daluwg 0390l LAY Awld® o)Lt @2 VAV (ugal o) s (5B cid ,3
SNAA /070 oo ling riaes Aeud 11 531K JST oLl
wse LAY agdy Lole Y0 AwS3s5,¥ 1 Adadh L) Adbul o LA die
e S O Lana 5o (5B - JSS (5 ual! paiant! g AuctSTL LN AoddS $3Lty y9ets QLU Lok
ole 1glas (ABLE M g) (re Aaadnie A gams B9 1 ABLEL| Al As gamme (uwli 22 1501 059
(sl LoS (i il ABLE g a1 31 g ot oLl oy 5 g ((ALEM pucn oyl (il L) Bl
Ol 240 AL Guanl Al Soull e g pamgll Ll Aclagh) Do)ty duilosl! ASHLAlS Acgeme
EDyLarg . smgll g juae Ol Aad) Yo+ § ale CALDY 090l LILDY Awldd Aoale o Acwd yX1 331,50
Has g9ni g § B9 (ke alline (1o .. duolinft DL g Ay pealt o 1500 2t (30 (5ule ¥ (g 4
T S5l iad g COSTH F| ABLSY L @ILal! ;B ST & T (ol pgl! Abalil] s 55 @ T3 9 o2gl! 33kt
g0 33192 Bl le ATBLO ua A8y Ailol st Jlome B L pig Lt @Y o (gl iy A0S pody
YT galeg Y010 (sl o palt il (lam p60 33 9 Al g CaLUEY 3139 @2 5SS
(OLudY ) B9do 9 Akl gl ABLEY Aind) ABLEW LAe¥) Lulad) LB |gie yCG5i LS
H.G Bishop Moussa was graduated in the faculty of Medicine - Ain Shams University in 1961 and
worked as a doctor in Beni Suef for one year 1961 - 1962. Then he dedicated himself for service
in the bishopric of Beni Suef Church during the period 1962 - 1967. In 1976, he started his monas-
tic life in the Monastery of Mawas. Pope Shenouda chose him in 5/5/1980 as Bishop of Youth for
Saint Mark Coptic Orthodox Cathedral in Egypt and abroad. Since the establishment of the Cop-
tic Orthodox Youth Bishopric 35 years ago, H.G. Bishop Moussa has been undertaking a pioneer
role in the service of Coptic youth and the whole Egyptian society in many fields among which,
his role in the establishment of the Cultural Development Group; a specialized group of cultural
pioneers who play a great role in raising the awareness of Coptic youth of the history of Egyptian
cultural and introducing Egyptian culture and literature pioneers to youth. He also established
the National Service and Engagement Group for emigrant youth. On the artistic level, He estab-
lished Saint Mark Coptic Orthodox festival under the auspices of Pope Shenouda Il in 2004 to
serve the Coptic youth in Egypt and abroad. 2 million young people of all ages and people with
special needs from all Egyptian villages and cities and all countries around the world participate
in this festival every year. The activities of the festival are translated into 9 languages. He wrote,
introduced and published a lot of books and publications, on citizenship.
H.G Al-Anba Moussa received a lot of awards including:
Honorary of the Egyptian Ministry of Youth and Sport. Arab Theatre Festival Aegis, April 2015 &
May 2016. Selected member of the Supreme Council of Culture (Citizenship and Human Rights
Committee).

d=oa Lle Jrlall pdleldl
The renowned Sheikh Ali Gomaa
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Dr. Ali Gomaa is an internationally renowned Islamic scholar. From 2003 until 2013, he served as
the grand mufti of Egypt and he was selected by the Royal Center for Islamic Research and Studies
in Jordan among the most influencing fifty Muslims around the world. After completing a Bachelor
of Commerce at Ain Shams University in 1973, Gomaa enrolled in Al-Azhar University, the oldest
active Islamic institution of higher learning in the world. He received a second Bachelor's degree
(B.A) in 1979 from al-Azhar, then an M.A,, with highest honors in Juristic Methodology (usul al-figh)
in 1988. He also received PH.D of Honors in Human Literature from Liverpool University in 2011
for his efforts in promoting tolerance and understanding between religions around the world. Dr.
Gomaa served as the Grand Mufti of Egypt and member of the Center of Islamic Studies (Magma'a
Al Bohous Al Islamiya). He received many awards and medals including Jerusalem Star (Nagmat
Al Quds), The Shield of the Egyptian Army (Dara’a Al geisha al masry). Dr. Gomaa published a lot of
books such as *He also wrote many researches and essays that had a great effect in society. Dr.
Gomaa supervised the publication of a number of encyclopedia and participated in the editing of
many scientific magazines and he plays a vital part in combating extremism.

An Egyptian native and one of Islam’s most respected scholars of Islamic law, Gomaa oversaw Dar
al-Ifta, Egypt's highest fatwa-issuing authority. Prior to his appointment as grand mufti, he served
as a professor of jurisprudence at Al-Azhar University, where he specialized in usul al-figh, the
science of religious law; there, he published over 25 books on various topics in Islam. Gomaa has
also issued a number of fatwas on topics ranging from gender equality to democracy. In addition to
regular media appearances on Egyptian television, Gomaa has been vocal in reaching out to non-
Muslim media outlets as a means of promoting understanding and tolerance.
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Dr. Ali EI-Saman
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President of the International Union for Intercultural and Interfaith Dialogue and Peace
Education (ADIC) for Europe and Egypt and the Secretary General of the Association for
Economic Information "Europe-Egypt” and a free-lance journalist with weekly columns in a
number of Egyptian newspapers. Dr. El Samman is also a regular guest speaker in many TV
shows in the Egyptian television to analyze and comment on current events. In the past, Dr.
El Samman worked in Paris as a director of the Middle East News Agency and a director
of the Egyptian Radio and Television broadcasting in Western Europe. In Cairo, he worked
as media advisor to President Anwar Sadat, President of the Prime Minister's cabinet for
infrastructure Projects with Western Europe. During late nineties, he worked as Vice-President
of the Permanent Committee for Al-Azhar for Dialogue with the Monotheistic Religions and
Advisor to the Grand Imam of EI-Azhar for Interfaith Dialogue. He was also the President of the
Committee for Interfaith Dialogue at the Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs of Egypt and the
Chairman of Nokia Siemens Networks, Egypt.

Dr. EIl Samman holds the Insignia of officer of the French National Order of the Legion of
Honor - 2012. In 2004 He obtained a Medal from the Archbishop of Canterbury for *Successful
efforts to promote peace and dialogue among the monotheistic religions”. He also received a
certificate of appreciation from People to People International for *Significant contributions to
the promotion of international friendship, and thus advancing the cause of peace in the world”
- 2003. In 1991, Dr. El Samman was selected as a member of the International Organization of
Achievement Leaders - England.
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Dr. Mahmoud Hamdy Zakzouk
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Dr. Zakzouk Secretary General of Beit Al-Eila And Advisor to Sheikh Al Azhar served as Egypt's
former minister of religious endowment which he held from 1995 to 2011. He obtained the
teaching license from the Faculty of Arabic Language in Al-Azhar University in 1959 and the
international certificate in 1960. He received a PhD in philosophy from Munich University in
1968. He served as a professor of philosophy in the Faculty of Islamic Origin (Osoul El Din) and
assistant professor and then a professor, then deputy of the faculty of Islamic Origin before
being appointed Vice Chairman of Al-Azhar University in 1995. Dr. Zakzouk became the minister
of religious endowment in 1996. He participated in many conferences such as the International
Conference for Cultural relations in Bonn- Germany -1980, the Annual Conference for the
International Association of religious History in Hambourg University - Germany 1988, World
Civilizations Conference in Berlin - Germany about the contemporary Islamic trends in 1991,
and the Dialogue Research Conference in Lebanon 1995.

Dr. Zakzouk has a number of publications such as (Comparison of Al Ghazali's Philosophy
with that of Descartes, 1992), (Islam in the European Views), (Introduction in Ethics), (Studies in
Modern Philosophy), (Introduction in Islamic Philosophy), (Islam in European Thought: Religion
and Civilization), and (Religion, Philosophy and Enlightenment). Dr. Zakzouk received the State
Award of Appreciation in Social Sciences from the Supreme Council of Culture in 1997.
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The great chanter Abdel-Kader El-Maraashly
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An Islamic Chanter, Founder and Head of "“Radwan Al-Marashly Band”. He was born in
Damascus in 1948, and raised in an Islamic atmosphere where his father was Sheikh
Yassin Al-Marashly, a Sheikh for several Sofi sects. He mastered many readings of
the Holy Quran since his youth and used to imitate the senior readers and chanters in
Egypt and Syria. His voice was a very significant voice, that attracts the audience to
highly spiritual horizons.

He learned music through the senior and top chanters in the Great Umayyad Mosque
by listening only; without any musical instrument.

He founded the band under the patronage of his Sheikh, Mohammed Saleh al-Hamwi,
in 1980 where he advised him to call it Al-Radwan Band.

Abdul Qader Yassin Al-Marashly holds the license of a chanter with an excellent grade
from the Syrian Ministry of Awgaf on 1990 and 2006. He also holds a membership of
Egyptian Syndicate of Musical Professions.

Al-Marashly participated in many local and international festivals including the Sa-
maa International Festival which takes place every year in Cairo. He has always been
characterized by his elegant voice and classy performance.
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The Ministry of Culture

The Cultural Development Fund
Qubet El Ghoury
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INDONISIA
NONA ASRI INDONESIA GROUP

Indonesia is a country of many tribes of ethnic, languages, cultures and different
religions. NONA ASRI INDONESIA is one of group dance and music Traditional of
Indonesia.

With the combination of expertness and experiences, Nona Asri Indonesia has
often followed a few Festivals both national and international, which make this
Group recieve great support and good response from Indonesian Government, Non-
Government organizations, and cultural institutions abroad. We are also eager
to build cooperation with worldwide countries in order to introduce the artistic
Indonesian culture.

Nona Asri Indonesia Group has received many awards in various dance & music
competitions. And it has a vast experience through its participation in many national
and international festivals, as follows :

» January 2014. Dubai Shopping Festival. Uni Emirate Arab (UEA)

* May 2014. International Stavros Festival. Greece (Yunani)

» June 2014. Saray Spring & Culture Festival. Saray-Turkey

» August 2014. Indonesian independence day’s in KBRI at Pritoria- South of Africa.

» September 2014. Pichanto culture &Art Festival. Gaziantep City - Turkey

» February 2015. Vienna International Festival. Wien - Austria

* March 2015. Workshop art and culture. Moscow - Russia

* July 2015. Sile Folk Festival. Treviso - ltaly
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INDONISIA

‘Dai nada”

Islamic singers Group

It is an Indonesian Islamic singers group that sings in Arabic,
English and French with the beautiful style of acapella.

It is a very special group for they do not use any music instruments.
They only produce musical sound arrangements by using their
voices combination.

Dai'l Nada was founded in Jakarta in 2003 and is led by the
Indonesian chanter Nur Akhyari.

In collaboration with the children’s choir from the Indonesian school
in Cairo in cooperation with the Indonesian Embassy in Cairo.
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ALGERIA

Awlad Chiad El-Essawya group

Awlad Chiad El-Essawya group was established in 1995. It is
specialized in the Sufi Essawy art, with its spiritual chanting which
is considered a component of the Algerian cultural identity.

One of the most prominent cultural steps for the troupe was its
participation at Maghreb Festival for Religious Praise in 2012 in
Algiers and its participation in the International Festival of singing
in Constantine in its fourth round in 2013 and sixth round in
2015. The troupe had the honour to achieve the second place in
the national festival of singing in Guelma in 2014. The band has
participated in many concerts and festivals, including the opening
of the Constantine festival “Capital of Arab Culture” in 2015 as well
as its closing ceremony. The band also participated in the same
festival in 2016. The band played an active role in the protection of
cultural heritage and honouring the pioneer chanters.

Awlad Chiad El-Esawya group is an active troupe on the national
level asittakes partin all the cultural events that includes chanting.
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INDIA

Purna Das Baul Samrat

Baul sect is basically nomads whose religious philosophy goes back over 1000 years. One
of the main tenets of Baul cult is love for humanity - irrespective of their casts and creed,
faith and religion, color and custom. Baul speaks about the universal mysteries of life in
simple words to touch the heart of common man. Baul seek their own person throughout their
songs. Their sadhana is singing spiritual songs. According to Baul Philosophy, the soul or
the "MONER MANUSH?” is nothing but the god within oneself who has to be perceived and
realized through inner enlightment...

A true Baul is he, who searches for god in human.

SHORT DESCRIPTION ABOUT THE FATHER:

NABANI DAS KHEPA BAUL was the celebrated Baul singer and philosopher of Bengal.
He tried to spread the Baul songs through his unique singing style at that time. He was the
friend of Like Rabindra nath tagore, Tarasankar, Kazi Nazrul, etc... He gave his labour for
Indian revolution at British time through his songs. Many great writers wrote books on Baul
guru in Bengali & English. He is the father of the great "BAUL SAMRAT PURNA DAS’”. He
died in 1964 after passing his legacy to his son *Baul Samarat Purna Das”

SHORT DESCRIPTION ABOUT PURNA DAS BAUL SAMRAT

He was born in 1933 in the village Ekchakka near the town of Rampurhat. Purna Chandra
means ‘full moon'.

Today Purna Das is the most popular exponent of Baul music. He was awarded the
prestigious title Baul Samrat the ‘Emperor of Bauls’' by the President of India Dr. Rajendra
Prasad in 1967. He received another President's Award (Sangeet Natak Award) in 1999 by
the President of India Shri K.R. Narayanan. Purna Das has appeared on radio, television and
in films worldwide both as a singer and music director. He has worked with artistes such
as John Buzz, Bob Dylan, Mick Jigger, Mahalia Jackson, Peter Paul Marry, Allen Ginsberg,
Gordon Lightfoot, Bob Marley, The Bands, Peter Gabriel and others. He received a lot of
awards and participated in many local and international festivals.
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PAKISTAN

BADAR ALI KHAN BAHADAR ALI KHAN
HAJVARY MAINMERI INTERNATIONAL QAWWAL

A famous Pakistani Singer and artist of Qawwali. Qawwali
music is a form of sufi devotional music popular in South Asia.
He followed the steps of his grandfather Faiz Ali Khan and his
father llyas Ali Khan in singing Qawwali and Sufi-lzam. His uncle
is the famous Achi Mian Qawwal who performed many shows in
Pakistan and abroad.

Badar's band has participated in many music festivals around
the world such as Samaa Festival in Egypt, Pakistan-Japan
Friendship Bazaar. The band mainly performs songs composed
by Badar and his brother Rizwan Ali Khan
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KUWAIT

Myouf Megly Kuwaiti Band

Mayouf Megalli which was established in the early 60's is
specialized in maritime arts. It first consisted of 25- 30 members
and its shows were restricted to vocal performances. Owing to
the late Mr. Megalli's love of maritime art, he persisted that it be
undertaken by his group.

The group became popular in Kuwait and among the GCC. It first
launched such performances in the seventies and its last journey
to represent Kuwait was in 1998.

Mayouf group participated in many national celebrations and
festivals as well as other activities and events abroad. The group’s
performances are broadcasted on Kuwaiti television and radio and
they continue to preserve its heritage, maritime arts and Kuwaiti
folklore in general.
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MALDIVES
“Habeys”

The name “Habeys” defines in English as Awesome. Originally formed in 2011
in Maldives out of seven members to grow into a band of 27 members. Today
the group has become the most popular bands of the genre with the largest fan
base in Maldives. We mainly use the traditional Maldivian style of Boduberu
song. Initially the band used to perform at different events using different
Traditional Maldivian dances, songs & other cultural activities. It represented
Maldives at the World Music Day Festival in 2012 and 2013.

Jinni album was an instant hit with the fans and was also the first Boduberu
album in Maldives to be released internationally The next step forward for
Habeys brand was the launch of our very own pop band * Habeys Pop” in 2014.
The aim of this band is to uphold the Maldivian tradition without losing our
traditional values, rites and rituals.
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GHANA
The Sacred Heart

It is considered one of the most important groups in Ghana in par-
ticular and in Africa in general concerned with church heritage. It
aims to preserve such heritage through its performances with the
aim of spreading and renovating spiritual music. The group holds
events inside the African Continent and in other parts of the world.
This special choir was able to add new dimensions to spiritual

choir and was able to link it the arts of choir and vocals.

The Sacred Heart has participated in numerous international fes-
tivals and events and its performances admired by the audiences,

critics and those interested in church heritage.
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FRANCE

Heart of Paris Band

The group *Heart of Paris the Stars of France” is composed of 4
musicians :Alexandre Belikian, Auriane Orinel, Maysa Orensa and
Mathilde Furois. They are the students of madame Caroline Dumas
at “ L'Ecole Normale de musique de Paris’. They sing opera arias,
operettas, sacred songs and also the French traditional songs.

They sang in many places like: 'Hotel des Invalides a Paris, La
Salle Cortot, the Egyptian Cultural Center in Paris, la Salle Gavot.
They also had performances in USA, Italy, and Spain.
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ROMANIA

Somesul Group

Somesul Group was named after Somesul Mare River, lying in
an area of folk culture interference in the town of Beclean, the
keeper of some impressive folkloric and popular traditions. The
Group, consisting of 10 members was formed 47 years ago with
the goal of preserving and promoting this area’s folkloric customs
and traditions.

The ensemble was a proud representative of Romania at great
events, international festivals and contests held in Hungary,
Croatia, Czech Republic, Italy, Turkey, Serbia etc. It also
preformed shows in France and Poland.

Its repertoire, its moral conduct, as well as the numerous prizes
and trophies awarded, made the "Some|:|u|" Folk Ensemble an
authentic ambassador of our country.
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Morocco

Hekma (Wisdom) Forum for Culture and Arts

Wisdom Association for Culture and Arts was established on
11th January 2012 by a group of actors interested in artistic and
cultural fields and is headed by Researcher Rashid Ashho.

The association aims at upgrading the cultural and artistic level for
the various standards of people and for the youth, by participating
in national and international festivals and exhibitions and tourist
trips inside and outside Morocco.

The Association made several activities such as holding meetings,
seminars and lectures about music and Sofi chanting.

It has also organized cultural meetings on literature through
ceremonies of signing poetry books, as well as charity parties
and musical concerts and caring for young children.

The Association, moreover, gives monthly lectures on Andalusian
music under the slogan “Exploring the heritage for the knowledge
of musical instruments in the various eras”.

Furthermore, it has many artistic, social and touristic activities.
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USA
THE BROOKLYN
INTERDENOMINATIONAL CHOIR

The Brooklyn Interdenominational Choir (BIC) is an ensemble
committed to bringing people together through artistic expression and
advocating respect for the world’s diverse cultures.

BIC presented its shows all over the USA in addition to many other
countries. Its performances are not confined to churches as BIC also
performed at several international musical festivals, public parades
and celebrations. The group’s motto is ‘One Great City, One Great
Choir to the Glory of God.”.

The group’s performances include a blend of spiritual and contemporary
songs depicting different spiritual and life causes. BIC Founder and
Director Mr. Franc High has held many posts perhaps the most important
are Assistant Director of Harlem Choir and visiting Professor of Music
at Brooklyn College, New York University and the Antilles University.
He obtained a Bachelor Degree in Music from Brooklyn College .
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China

Waxy Group for Traditional Music and
the Theme of Nature

Waxy group represents traditional Chinese music, from which
various scholars and musicians have emerged, greatly contributing
to Chinese spiritual music’s innovation and development. The
group uses the instrument “erhu” a traditional instrument that is
widely used, expressing the relationship with nature.

The band is famous for its distinctive performances which have
been performed in over 20 countries from all over the world.

The shows performed by the group include classical music
*Gobilance”’, "Erhu” music, ‘the Voice of China’, “Jasmine’ as
well as “The Happy Day”. The shows give the audience a unique
opportunity to enjoy this spiritual folkloric music which is linked to
the theme of nature.
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SENEGAL

BIAYENDA Music Band

Twenty years after showing its marvelous performances on stage, the BIAYENDA
Music Band was able to build up its own reputation as one of the best Senegalese
bands. The band comprises fifteen amateur singers. It was first established
in 1996 in Dakar by a group of youth who adored the art of singing. The band
consistently performed various types of music, gathering between both classical
music and modern music (folklore and international). It transcended continents,
surpassed eras and diversified its origins from spiritual music, through romantic,
to religious and reaching comic music, with a tendency towards African melodies
and rhythms. It urges us to re-discover and unveil the musical treasures of our
continent that dates back to our ancestors and to the native people of the Black
Continent. On the stage, the band collaborated with celebrities and pioneer singers
such as Michel PIQUEMAL, and various bands abroad such as Vittoria d'lle de
France. It also collaborated with Senegalese artists such as Coumba Gawlo Seck,
Metzo Djata and Yoro Ndiaye who is always accompanied by the Cameroonian
Saxophonist Alain Oyono on stage, with their masterpiece song Mbéggel. After its
first album, the band is preparing to issue its second album on 2016, celebrating its
twentieth anniversary. It has been always present in major local events as it took
part in the International Les CAL'U Festival in 2011, the Day of Senegalese Music
Bands in Senegal in 2010 and in the celebrations of the International Day for the
Francophone. The band was also invited by the "SAWT” Festival in Casablanca in
April 2015, and participated in the EHLOME in Lome in 2007.

On the social level, since its inception, the band has been engaged in many
charitable works for devastated people (the sick, the disabled and prisoners).
Today it dedicates a large part of its efforts for the benefit of needy children (those
with mental disabilities, physical disabilities, and street children). The band’'s
doctrine band is to be involved in creating a more humane face to the world we all
live in, and rise above our differences for a better future.
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SYRIA

Bands residing in Egypt
El-Radwan Syrian Group for Spiritual,
Andalusian and Sufi Chanting
Chanter Abdel-Qader ElI-Maraashly

The group was established in Damascus in 1981 and masters different
types of spiritual chanting such as Andalusian, Turkish, Egyptian, Iraqi,
Moroccan and Arab Gulf styles. It only uses percussion instruments
for its performances. It received a golden prize from the Ministry of
Endowments.

The Group participated in many international chanting festivals. It has
also produced several spiritual clips and tableaus that are broadcasted
on several television channels and websites. The Group also took part
in several television interviews including on Mehwar Channel, CBC, Al
Nahar..etc. on religious occasions such as Prophet Mohamed's birth
anniversary and Ramadan.

El-Maraashly Group has recently settled in Cairo and performs in
numerous cities in Egypt and abroad.

It is distinctive for being a family group, that includes the father and his
children who are mostly graduates of or professors at musical schools
and institutions. The Group contains around 17 members among which
is the father and the leader Abdel-Kader El-Maraashly (solo+ base) and
his sons Mohamed Radwan (choir + soprano) and Mohamed Safwan
(choir+ base and contro).
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Egypt

Samaa Group for Sufi music & chanting
Ghouri Dome «Artistic Creativity Centre»

Let’s listen to see .. Let’'s see to listen ..

It has been founded in 2007. It was the production of the workshop
titled (ElI Ghouri singer). The target of the workshop was to unveil
the unknown talents in Egypt,

also topreserve the heritage and to revive the old styles of
singing Intessar Abdel Fattah .
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Egypt

Samaa’ Group for The Spiritual Songs & Coptic Hymens (1)
(Message of Peace)

The group was established at 2009, with an initiative by the artist,
Ensar Abdl-Fatah when he decided to establish an elected group
for chanting (Message of Peace) to reflect all religious heritage
kinds in Egypt aiming to maintain the Egyptian identity & assert its
uniqueness. In order to achieve that, he set a letter to his holiness
Pope Shenouda lll, Pope of Alexandria & Patriarch of the See of St.
Mark. At that time, Pope was ardent of the band & had great interest
in its philosophy; he sent the reply to its institutor by his agreement
& blessing to that band.

The group consists of some deacons of the Coptic Orthodox
Cathedral in El-Abaseya, under the leadership of Anton Aiad,
the son of the great scholar Ibrahim Ayad, & includes a group of
distinguished voices who present the heritage of the Coptic hymens
throughout the centuries.
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Egypt

The Sobaa’eyya (Sevenfold)
Group for Religious Chanting
The General Organization for Culture Palaces

The Sobaa’eyya Band presents a new style of chanting that comes
from Upper Egypt. The band was established in 2008. It consists
of 21 members and is special for its harmonized traditional
performances; using tambourine and reciting poems written by
Sheikhs of Sufi ‘tarigas’.
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Egypt
Rashy Group for the Coptic Hymens

Rashy team for the Coptic hymens was established in St. Mary
Churchin Road Elfarag at 2003, it consists of 25 one of young men &
young women who have beautiful voices, interested in maintaining
the Coptic heritage & the church hymns that call for peace & love
between people, in addition to the prayers of the church. Rashy in
the Coptic language means Rejoice, O Mary. The team has good
voices that have the ability of the individual performance.

The participating in The International Samaa’ festival for spiritual
music and chanting is the first participation outside the church. The
artist, Ensar Abdl-Fatah has chosen them as they considered one
of the teams that maintain the distinct Egyptian Coptic heritage.

It's mentioned that the St. Mary Church in Road Elfarag was
established at 1947, the church has a great art, cultural, serving
activity for all resident in the surrounding areas.
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Egypt
El-Sharkia Spiritual Chanting Group

was established in 2015. It began its journey on 23/2/2015 on the
anniversary of Prophet Mohamed's birth (EImuled Elnabawy) in
Zagazig Cultural Palace, which show was attended by Head of the
Public Authority for Cultural Palaces who immediately admitted the
group. The group was later technically admitted on 24/2/2016by
a technical team from the Music Public Administration, given an
“A” rating for its distinctiveness. The Group comprises 25 members
of musicians and chanters. The Group presents all types of
spiritual chanting, including Sufi, folklore, classic and modern. The
Group has some of the best voices who master spiritual chanting.
We are pleased to nominate this Group to participate at Samaa
International Festival. Greetings to the Group Director Mr. Ahmed
Salah and the Group Supervisor Mr. Amr Abbas, the General
Director of EI-Sharkia Cultural Branch.
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Egypt

Message for Peace, by the
Sama’a musical Ensemble

interoduces its "message for peace”, a truly unique musical
experience by combining Coptic hymns and acappella choir
singing with Egyptian and Indonesian Islamic chanting. The samaa
group, is a wonderful example of how

different cultures and religions can come together.
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The International Samaa’ Festival for Spiritual Music & Chanting
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With plateaus inspired by Samaa and
the art of chanting
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The International Samaa’ Festival for Spiritual Music & Chanting
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